BEST PRACTICES IN EDUCATION

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION

By Karen Burggraf, MEd

What is Differentiated

Instruction?

Differentiated Instruction is a process of teaching
and learning that begins with the premise that not
all
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Pre-assessment

Pre-assessment of readiness, interests and
learning preferences is a necessary component
of differentiation. Without it, there is a good

strategies:

¢ Flexible Grouping

exiple Grouping

Students can learn content, processes and skills
in ways other than whole-group instruction; small-
group work is one of those ways

Before groupwork begins:

Adjusted Questions

In mixed-ability classrooms, all students need to
be accountable for all the essential concepts,
skills and information plus thinking at higher
levels, whether it is in class discussions, tests,
activities, laboratory

A differentiation strategy here is to use student
readiness as the basis of the kinds of questions
you ask.

Once you've determined the readiness level,
develop sets of questions for activities, class
discussion and homework at the varying levels of
challenge and difficulty.

Examples of Levels of Difficulty

Knowledge — Identification and recall of
information
Example — Who, what, when, where, how?

Product Choices

One of the keys to a differentiated classroom is
that all students are regularly offered choices to
demonstrate what they have learned.

the most
number of students.
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